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The following momorandum oan Salwadoran political groups was prepared before 
the Salvadoran coup d'etat of 14 Decenbor at the request of the Nicaragnan 
Revolutionary Group, in perticular the Patriotie Nicaraguen Comittee 
located in Guatemila. The Nicaraguans instructed one of their Salvadoran 
eontacts to obtain information on the subject, and he in turn commissioned 
Dr. Romero Hernandes, a lawyer involved in previous revolutionary activities, 
te prepare the rsport, Although outdated by the turn of events, the 
memorandum is presented because of ite origin and its analysis of Selvadoran. 
political forces, including the group now in pover, 


MEMORANDUM ON THE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION 
TN EL SALVADOR 


1 December 1948 


1. The Army. The Army is divided into tyo groups: a) The tep level chiefs 
together with the officials who have cons up from the ranks; b) The young 


officers of the military achool—mostly young colonels, majors, and 
captains. : ‘ 


ao The first group is headed by Gensrala Santiago and Felipe Ayala, Colonel 
-Rudesindo Monterrosa, Colonel Ferman, and General Gustavo Lopez, Colonel 
Carles Flores, Director of Police » does not belong to this group. This 
_§roup is the basis of Colonel Osnin Aguizre's pretension to coms inte pover., 
He hae contact with thon through General Jeso Tonas Calderon and they tried 
to stage a coup d'etat thres year's ago which failed becauss of the anbitions 
of the political group then headed by Dr, Max Brennen, In spite of the fact 
thet they now appear to have gone over to General Espinola Castro, they have 
always entertained the idea that Osmin Aguirre would return to oceupy the 
Prosidency. This was in fact agreed to among these officials and General 
Castenada at the begimming of the latter's tern, but differences between 
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moment Castaneda cannot control the situation they would not hesitate to 
turn the pover over to Osriin \ruirre, , 


b. The group of young officers is c-mmosed of the most ontstandine military 
youth in the country, principaliy iajor Oscar Osorio, iajor Oscar “olanos, 
“ajor iareo Antonio Lrlina, Major ‘anuel Cordom, lajor José varia Temas, 
Colonel Fidel Tuintanilla, ‘ajor Jesus Rodriruez, vajor Mauro Jormudesz ; 
Captain tafael Carranza Amaya, Captain Armando Harrison, Captain fernando 
Castillo “Navarrete, ete. Sinee the berinninr of the Castaneda idninistration 
these men have hoped to control the rovernment in the old Prussisn style. 
hen thoy tried to tie Castaneda’s hands on 22 June 1945 , the attitude of two 
orficers from the ranks, Colonel Dario Mores and Fornando solorzane, upset 
their ambitions. In spite of this nearly all of then have continued to hold 
important jobs in the Army which vould rive them the ovportunity to dominate 
Castaneda or throw him out, but ovine to their lack of valor they have con- 
tinuel to fail. This groun maintains constant relations with iajor Osear 
Osorio in tiexico, who in turn because of economic necessity is nixed up with 
Colonel Arturo Castellanos, Youns officiais continue to be faithf:21 to 
the ifea of bringing to power e nilitary coup d'etat headed by Osorio, They 
are continuilly holdinr meetings to try to organize such a novencnt. ReeentLly 
it his been apparent that they are nlottine another coup beesuse they have 
ceased to show themselves torether in public. They talk to no one and their 

_ attitude indicates that they are cooking up something very soon, 


Zhe Workers. The workers are divided inte two seetions--the organized and the 
morganized, Those who are organized are mostly ruided by versons of Marxist 
idoas and a preat number of these have decided to supoort the of ficial 
candidate, General Esyinola, although there are a number of outstanding 
“Marxists who are with Colonel Menendez, The unorranized vorkers are for the 
nost part not active. ‘Those vho are are with “enendez, 


Zhe Students. A small sector of the stucents are with Menendez » but the 
mjority are in the party without a candidate called Partido de Orientacién 
Denocratica. It is influenced by Dr. Carlos Lierena, Director of the 
University. Their plan seems tc be to sabotage the candidacy of Menendez and 
hope that hone of the nresent eondidates is suetessful so that a derk horse 
ray arise from their own ranks, 


Capital, Capitel is representec in the narty of Osmin Aguirre by General 

José Tomis Calderon, who is a Idind of delegate of the stronger capitalists 

af the country that have so far not supported any of the parties. The 
official party of Ceneral Espincla is financed by official funds, Practically 
the only capitalist in it 1s Ricardo Kriete, 


The Jay to Develop a Revolution:ry Plan. 21 Salvador presents great problems 
for a revolution. Its geographic characteristics, the density of its 
population, its network of roads, make it necessary that any coun triumph: 
within twenty-four to forty-eifht hours, daturally any successful coup 

must have military backing, The top level chiefs camot be counted on, 80 

the only possibility is with the younr officers, Unfortunately the civilians 
are nostly at odds with the yours officers who have spent at least 600,000 
colones of civilian money planning rilitary couvs without fettin, anyvhere, 
there is only one verson who can unite the young offleers a: the civilians, 
Ne is Vajor Osear Osorio, He hes the nersonality of 9 -oncedte’ vystic, 

and is very ambitious for power. iis original. ideology was Faseist, wut it 
isprobable t at his lonr stay in Uexico and «iy youthful flexibility have 
chonfed him somewhat, We has his serunles and therefore the pronosition vould 
have to be mt to hin with considerable tact. I believe thet the verson who 
makes this contact should first discuss the matter with Colonel Arturo Gantelinnos. 
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who is a person of easy comprehension and who has had un‘erstandings with 
Osorio for a long time. Colonel Castellanos has also diseussed such matters 
with President Arevalo, who offered him assistance, so therefore there is a 
possibility of an understanding here in combination with the revolutionary 
movements in Honduras and INeceararua. Osorio has direct contact through the 
mail with the young officers in £2 Salvador, and ho write: his letters in 
code. fo try to arm a strong group inside El Salvador is hirhly difficult, 
particularly if the weapons have to be bought in El Salvador. The police 

and officials of the National Guard always work with the various commission 
nen to “ispose of the armaments which they confiseate, and for this reason 
they would quickly get wise if the demand for weapons and ammunition should 
increase for no apparent cause. It would be better to try to introduce arms | 
from the exterior, vrobably through the Bay of Jiquiliseo, by means of persons 
who are alrendy mown and can handle this. I would also counsel that a 
civilian froup be armed in order to balonce the pover of the military. 


—CONADERAAL 
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